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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editors are not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to insure publication. 

LETTERS FROM NAVY NURSES 

I. 

FROM THE U. S. S. RELIEF 1 

DEAR EDITOR: As you know, the part of the Hospital which holds the first 
place in the heart of a nurse is the operating room. On the Relief, our beau- 
tiful room is the height of two decks, and is lighted by 105 port holes. It extends 
across the upper deck and is just below the Chart House: Operating at night, 
therefore, would interfere seriously with the steering of the ship and to offset 
this, curtains have been designed that can be worked under the glass and cut off 
all light thrown from this part of the ship. The room is large enough to allow 
two operations to be in progress at the same time. Over each table is the shadow- 
less lighting system. In rough weather we must have the means of lashing 
everything fixed, so you will observe in the tile decks the eyelets to which the 
operating tables are lashed; while the solution and instrument tables are made 
fixed to the bulkheads around which rods are placed for that purpose. The 
operating suite is so arranged that the room need be entered only by those on duty. 

Coming from the elevator or from the passage way is the sterilizing room 
on the port side. This room is beautifully fitted with two dressing sterilizers, 
hot, cold, and distilled water tanks, and the utensil sterilizer — all operated by 
electricity. Across from this room is the instrument room and opening into the 
etherizing Toom; here we have the electrically heated blanket warmers and a 
cabinet for all the necessary appliances. Looking across the port side from here 
you will see the scrub-up Toom with the knee attachments for water control. 
From these last two rooms and through the main corridor one enters the oper- 
ating room; therefore, by this arrangement you see messengers sent to the 
sterilizing room need not cause confusion or carry dust into the all important 
space. 

You have been wondering no doubt where our nurses live. You have been 
over the greater part of the ship, but saw no trace of "Women's Quarters." Here 
is where the designer of our hospital ship was most thoughtful, for he placed our 
quarters where we would be quiet and would be least interfered with by the pass- 
ing to and fro of the ship's personnel. On the superstructure deck let me show 
you — not where the captain and the master of the ship live — but our delightful 
Nurses' Quarters. The ward room runs across the ship, giving us air and view 
from both sides. That is, we get the view when we are at anchor and the boats 
are down. Five staterooms open into the ward room and in each stateroom live 
two nurses. The rooms are fitted with two berths, upper and lower, two secre- 
tary bureaus, two toilet lockers, a good sized wardrobe, and a wash stand with 
running fresh water. Opening into the ward room, also, is our pantry or, as you 
would call it, a kitchenette. Down this small passage is the Chief Nurse's state- 
room and beyond are the baths and toilets. 

It is all very compact and yet the arrangement is most successful. Very 
little adjustment is necessary on the part of the nurses to fit into this small space 
and there need be no overstepping the bounds of complete privacy. 

In closing, I want all who read this description of our beautiful Hospital Ship 
to feel that it is OUR ship, YOURS and MINE, and that every one who will visit 
her is welcome because she belongs to OUR Country. j. jj, B. 

'Previous letters on the Hospital Ship Relief have been published in Vol. XXI. 
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